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USLegal.com Open Space Law & legal Definition

OPEN SPACHenerally refers to an undeveloped land or water
area.

Specific definitions vary by jurisdiction, so local laws should be
consulted for applicable requirements. The following is an
example of a local law dealing with open space land:

OPEN SPACE LANDs defined as either:

(1) Any land area zoned for open space by a comprehensive land
use plan adopted by a city or county legislative authority, or

(2) Any land agea i YhueHJRe AResBRRAAR & it AreF U SE¥Ric resources.

Hat b. Promote conservation of soils, wetlands, beaches or tidal marshes.
c. Enhance the value to the public of abutting or neighboring parks,
forest, wildlife

preserves, nature reservations or sanctuaries or other open space.
d. Enhance recreation opportunities.
e. Preserve historic sites.
f. Preserve visual quality along highway, road, and street corridor or
scenic vistas.
g. Retain in its natural state tracts of land not less than one acre situated
In an urban area and open public use on such conditions as may be



Philosophy/Mission
of a
Community
Management Plan

The practice of conservation
must spring from a conviction
of what is ethically and
aesthetically right, as well as

A thing is right only when it
tends to preserve the integrity,
stability, and beauty of the
community, and the community
includes the soil, waters, fauna,
- and flora, as well as people.

Aldo Leopold, ecologist, forester, and environmentalist

what is economically expedient.
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In A Sand County Almanaéldo Leopold set
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X ® @ endrab esponsibility of humans to the
natural world.

When we seedand as a
community to which we belong,
we may begin to use it

with love and respect.”
: -Aldo Leopold



http://www.aldoleopold.org/about/aldo-leopold/sand-county-almanac/
http://www.aldoleopold.org/about/the-land-ethic/

An Ecosystem Restoration Project
Habitat for Monarch Butterfly Populations
& Other Pollinator Organisms

Bucks County C College lab y for STEM Depar
Participation in North American Citizon's Science Programs IltZNARONWATDi(U of Kansas),
II%'NARCHJUNT VENTURE (V. of ), North Butterfly
Xerces Soclety, US Department of Agricuture, etc.

BCCC STEM Department DATABASE

“Aldo Leopold Meadow” FEB 2017
Ecosystem Restoration Project
Bucks County Community College
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VALUE OF OPEN SPACE to acommunity y¥2NR ! yAGSNEA G @

Utility Value: Utility value refers to the opportunity cost of visiting an open

space. Opportunity cost is the loss or gain associated with choosing to spend time doing
one activity, such as visiting an open space, instead of another, such as working
overtime. The utility value depends on what it is compared to. One would have a negative
value for open space if you were comparing the time spent visiting to working overtime, but
a positive value compared to a more expensive recreational activity.

Functional ValueFunctional Value encompasses natural ecosystem services such as
regulatory (flood control), and provisioning (timber, pollinatiorgtc).

Contemplative ValueContemplative value is derived from the opportunities for mental and
spiritual reflection that can be found in open spaces.

Aesthetic ValueAesthetic value refers to the value people gain from the natural beauty of
open spaces.

Recreational ValueRecreational value is the value of the opportunities for recreational
activities (hiking, biking, hanging out) that people find in open spaces.

Ecological ValueThe ecological value is the value people gain from being in ecologically
preserved environments. For example, the chance to see an endangered species would
bring ecological value to an open space.

Cultural ValueCultural value is the most broad of the value categories, and refers to the
value of a preserved open space to human social interactions and histories. For example,
the preservation of an area of land could be justified because of its spiritual importance to a
people.




Potential Management Strategies
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Provisioning Services Regulating Services Cultural Services
(i.e. ecosystems’ ability (i.e. ecosystems’ (i.e. ecosystems’ non-
to provide resources) beneficial regulatory material benefits)
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